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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 5, 7, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Cyberpower User Manual for CPS700AVR (herein to referred to as Cyberpower). 

In regard to claim 1 , Cyberpower discloses a centralized connector module (see 
figure on page labeled page 1 (actually 3 rd page of the document)), comprising: 

a dielectric body (see front page of manual, module is a plastic body) having 
interconnected terminal sets (figure on page labeled 1 , elements 9 and 7, the wiring of 
these elements are interconnected to power/ground/neutral) corresponding to 
components connectable thereacross (computers, TV, lamps, phone, etc; see picture 
on the second page, and picture under number 3 on page labeled 2 in the document) 
and configured to provide terminating points for said components for continuous 
operation thereof (terminating points are the plugs that the components are plugged into 
see pages labeled 1 elements 9 and 7) said centralized connector module incapable of 
controlling said components (no control takes place in the module); 

continuity indicator circuits within said body and associated with at least some of 
said terminal sets (labeled page 1, description #2; indicator circuits are able to indicate 
any of bad ground, missed ground, or reversed wiring of the connection of the 
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component through the module to power/ground for all the terminal sets connections), 
the indicator circuits configured to indicate continuity with respect to connected one of 
said components (page 7, the last condition where the wiring fault LED is lit up; the 
wiring problem will represent a fault between the power/ground and any of components 
that are connected to module). 

In regard to claim 5, Cyberpower discloses an AC Power In terminal set (figure 
on labeled page 1 ; #8 circuit breaker for allowing voltage from the power source) and a 
voltage indicator circuit associated therewith and configured to indicate a presence of a 
voltage thereacross (figure on labeled page 1 ; #1 voltage indicator receiving power from 
the power source and an LED lighting up showing the voltage is supplied). 

In regard to claim 7, Cyberpower disclose wherein said terminal sets remain 
functional upon a failure of any of said continuity indicator circuits (the terminal sets - 
figure on page labeled 1, elements 9 and 7, the wiring of these elements are 
interconnected to power/ground/neutral - would remain functional (they would continue 
to connect the components across the module, having the plugs as terminal points) as 
long as there was no fault in the wired connection between power/ground and the 
components). 

In regard to claim 27, Cyberpower discloses wherein at least one of said 
continuity faults represent an open electrical circuit with respect to at least one of said 
connected ones of said components (labeled page 1 , description #2; indicator circuits 
are able to indicate a missed ground of the connection of the component through the 
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module to power/ground for all the terminal sets connections, which is an open electrical 
circuit (no connect) in the connection). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 4, and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cyberpower in view of Cheek et al. (3728616). 

In regard to claims 2, 4, and 6, Cyberpower specifically discloses that the 
continuity indicator circuits comprise a single diode that will output that a fault is present 
in the circuit (figure on labeled page 2, element 2). 

Cyberpower lacks specifically stating that some of the terminal sets are 
connected in series and wherein the continuity circuits have impedances based on 
illuminating light emitting diodes, wherein voltage indicator circuits are associated with 
the output terminals sets to indicate an operation of corresponding ones of said 
components. 

Cheek et al. discloses wherein the terminal sets are connected in series (fig 1 
(R1 1 in series with R21 which is in series with R22, etc. ) and wherein the continuity 
circuits have impedances based on illuminating light emitting diodes (col 3 line 35-41 
and line 61- col 4 line 7), wherein voltage indicator circuits are associated with the 
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output terminals sets to indicate an operation of corresponding ones of said 
components (abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made for Cyberpower to include terminal sets connected in series where 
a light is illuminated in association with the detection, wherein voltage indicator circuits 
are associated with output terminals of the components as taught by Cheek et al. in 
order to test for wiring errors in a plurality of pairs of terminals (abstract) so that it can 
be determined which particular connections are defective or fine (col 3 line 61 - col 4 
line 7). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, and 4-7 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFF NATALINI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2266. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2245. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Diego Gutierrez/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2831 



/Jeff Natalini/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2831 



